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CROSS CURRENTS SEMINAR: THINKING ABOUT MULTIPLE IDENTITIES 
 

Fall 2014 
Tuesdays at 3:00-4:15 p.m. 

Stokes Hall South, Room 131S 
 
Daniel A. Zepp 
Ph.D. Candidate, Higher Education 
zepp@bc.edu 
Office hours by appointment 
 
Rachel DiBella, MSW 
Assistant Director, Sexual Violence Prevention & Response, Women’s Center 
dibellra@bc.edu 
617-552-2735 
Office hours by appointment 
 
Seminar Description 
This semester-long undergraduate seminar extends the exploration the seminar participants are 
undertaking in other courses of the dynamic historical, developmental, sociological, and 
philosophical dimensions of identity.  The goal of the seminar is to aid students in connecting 
their academic exploration of identity with their own experience of grappling with multiple 
identities and their intersections.  The model of multiple dimensions of identity (Jones & 
McEwen, 2000) will provide a conceptual framework by which students can come to understand 
and reflect upon the personal identities, social identities, and contextual influences on identity 
development.  These include, but are not limited to: gender, race, socio-economic class, ability, 
sexual orientation, community and faith/spirituality/religion. Students will participate through 
seminar-style discussions informed by readings, visual media, ethnographic observations, and 
personal reflections as they seek to make meaning of their own lived realities of intersecting and 
multiple identities. 
 
Seminar Outcomes 

! Gain an understanding of the dynamics between personal identity, social identity, and 
power structures in the context of privilege and oppression 

! Develop core competencies in the knowledge of theories of multiple identities 
! Explore student development theories of multiple identities as they may influence 

educational policy, intellectual practice, student formation, and campus culture 
! Reflect on one’s own social location through the lens of multiple identities and the 

cumulative impact of this location on personal, relational and professional life choices 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Seminar Requirements 
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1. Reflective Writing Assignment: Exploring Intersections of Identity Through Narratives 
 
For this project, we are guided by the some of the principles of “This I Believe series” and the 
producers' invitation to those who wrote essays in the 1950s.  In introducing the original series, 
host Edward R. Murrow said, "Never has the need for personal philosophies of this kind been 
so urgent."  We would argue that the need is as great now as it was 60 years ago. We are eager 
for your contribution and to learn more about who you are.  Therefore, we ask each of you to 
examine, reflect upon, write, and share your own personal intersections of identity history.  
 
By reflecting upon our lives, we can begin to order, prioritize, and make meaning from our 
experiences, thereby realizing what we value most in our lives.  This assignment asks you what 
you believe in and how your intersections of identity history have shaped who you are today.  To 
be successful in this assignment, you need to explore key moments in your life and consider how 
they shaped you. 
 
To begin this journey, you must first consider some key questions that ask you to examine 
yourself, your history, and your view on life. 
 

• What social, environmental, and familial forces shaped the development of your social 
identities?  

• When did you first come to recognize yourself as a person with multiple identities? 
• How did you know what and who you were? 
• What penalties might have been enforced if you had chosen to perform your social 

identities in atypical ways as a kid?  
• If you have siblings of different genders, in what ways were they treated differently than 

you? What were you told about “sissies” and “tomboys” when you were growing up?  
• If you identify as straight, when did you first realize that you were exclusively attracted 

to the “opposite” gender?  
• If you identify as gay, lesbian, bisexual, queer or questioning, what sorts of challenges 

have you faced in being out, if you are out?  
• How have you understood, performed, revealed, hidden and experienced intersections of 

identity in college?  
• What are other women, men, and gender-transcending students like at BC? 
• What kinds of gendered activities did you and your close same-sex friends do as 

undergraduates, and what might have been problematic about those activities?  
• How has your prior social identity socialization affected who you presently are?  
• How do you now think about, perform, and experience intersections of identity? 
• What kind of person of multiple identities would you like to become in future years?  
• Who is your intersecting identities idol or role model, and what is it about this person’s 

social identity performance that is attractive to you?  
• How do your multiple social identities coincide or conflict with one another? 

 
While you are encouraged to think deeply about all these questions, you are not expected to 
answer them all. Please, no references or outside research for this assignment. 
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The purpose of this assignment is to further your own development by having each of you reflect 
upon your intersections of identity and perspective on life to recall instances of how you are 
defined as a person of multiple identities.  
 
We ask that you show in your writing some form of cause and effect. Describe or show an aspect 
of your life that has impacted your identities and how it has influenced your way of proceeding. 
 
To start, write a thesis statement or a “this I believe statement”…this should guide your writing 
to help bring clarity to what you write and think. 
 
Instructions for Writing 
 
We understand how challenging this is—it requires such intimacy that no one else can do it for 
you. To guide you through this process, we offer these suggestions: 
 
Tell a story: Be specific. Take your perspectives and ideas out of the ether and ground them in 
the events of your life. Consider moments when your belief was formed or tested or changed. 
Think of your own experiences of work, family, school, or church and tell of the things you 
know that no one else does.  
 
Your story need not be heart-warming or gut-wrenching—it can even be funny—but it should be 
real. Make sure your story ties to the essence of your daily life philosophy and the shaping of 
your identity. 
 
Be concise: Your statement should be no more than 1400 words.  
 
Think about a theme or belief:  You should first write it down as your guiding principle of your 
reflective essay. Your essay should show the meaning of your statement. If you can't name a 
belief or theme in a sentence or two, your writing might not be focused in a clear way. 
 
Consider focusing on one core belief and one vignette. The vignette that you are presenting 
should be focusing on a specific aspect of your life that you want to share with the community. 
 
Be positive: Please avoid preaching or editorializing. Tell us about yourself in the form of a 
story. Story telling is at the heart of all cultures and communities. The sharing of our own stories 
is a beautiful gift when given openly. 
 
Avoid speaking in the editorial "we." Don’t preach to a group; avoid using the pronoun “you” 
as well.  Your writing should show us something about you; there is a difference between 
showing and telling. Write in the first person. 
 
Be personal: Write in words and phrases that are comfortable for you to speak. We recommend 
you read your essay aloud to yourself several times, and each time edit it and simplify it until 
you find the words, tone, and story that truly echo your belief and the way you speak. 
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2. Journal/Reading Assignments 
 
Each student will be asked to share through Canvas, a weekly journal entry by Monday each 
week. The entry should be a solid paragraph in length that relates to one of the following criteria: 
 

1.  Write a reaction to an assigned reading or a suggested reading. Present your reactions 
through an analytical response to the theme discussed.  

 
2.  Since each student is enrolled in a clustered group of academic courses under the 

overarching theme of multiple identities, we ask that you share a passage or quote from 
that course that stirred something within you pertaining to the seminar’s topic. Please set 
the stage for the quote and the insights that you drew from it. 

 
3.  A reflection on a recent (within the week) experience that pertained to an experience of 

social identity performance. This experience should be summarized succinctly and 
insights shared about what was learned from the experience. 

 
4.  Please share a piece of fiction, movie clip, media representation, poem, or other 

medium that you found to be particularly powerful and impactful on how you have come 
to view yourself as a person of multiple identities. 

 
We will start many seminar sessions by providing students an opportunity to present their 
reflection to the class as a whole. We would encourage students to comment on each other’s 
journal to create an on-line sharing community. 

 
3. This seminar is designed to engage students in analyses of a variety of salient issues 

regarding intersections of identity.  The format of this class is discussion. The seminar is an 
opportunity to wrestle with issues as a community, and in order to do so, all members of the 
community must attend each session prepared and willing to engage in thoughtful, honest, 
and respectful discussion.  

 
4. Abide by the university’s academic honesty policy when completing any and all class 

assignments.  You may access the policy at 
http://www.bc.edu/offices/odsd/services/guide/part4/   

 
5. If you are a student with a documented disability seeking reasonable accommodations in this 

seminar, please contact Kathy Duggan, (617) 552-8093, at the Connors Family Learning 
Center regarding learning disabilities, or Paulette Durrett, (617) 552-3470, in the Disability 
Services Office regarding all other types of disabilities. 

 
Seminar Materials 
 

Canvas:  Class assignments, readings (articles, book excerpts, online media), and other 
resources will be posted on Canvas.  Materials for this seminar site are accessible through 
the following link:  
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“Suggested” readings are listed in the syllabus as a guideline for further inquiry.  
 
Students in this seminar are encouraged to attend the lectures sponsored by C21, the Women’s 
Center, School of Theology and Ministry, The Boise Center for Religion and American 
Public Life, and other relevant campus lectures and programs. The instructors will inform 
you of or assign presentations and lectures during the semester that have particular relevance to 
our seminar.  
 
Email: The instructors will email the class regularly regarding class readings, assignments and 
exams.  Please note that emails go to your BC email address.  If you do not use your BC email 
account, you must forward your BC email to your other email account through AGORA in 
order to receive email messages to the class.   

 
Seminar Schedule Outline 

 
Week 1: 

Introductions, Overview, Organization, Themes, Purposes and Resources 
Exploring Intersections of Identity through Narratives 

 
In Class Text/Video: 
 
Adichie, C.N. (2009). The Danger of a Single Story. TED Talks. 
http://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story 
 
  

Week 2: 
Exploring Intersections of Identity Through Narratives (continued) 

 
Required reading:  
 
Kirk, G., & Okazama-Rey, M. (2010). Who am I? Who are my people? In Readings for diversity  

and social justice (2nd ed., pp. 8–14). New York, NY: Routledge. 
 
Tatum, B. D. (2010). The complexity of identity: “Who am I?” In Readings for diversity and  

social justice (2nd ed., pp. 5–8). New York, NY: Routledge. 
 
Johnson, A. G. (2010). The social construction of difference. In Readings for diversity and social  

justice (2nd ed., pp. 15–21). New York, NY: Routledge. 
 
 
Suggested reading:  
 
McIntosh, P. (1989). White privilege: Unpacking the invisible knapsack. Peace and Freedom,  

244–246. 
 
Young, I. M. (2010). Five faces of oppression. In Readings for diversity and social justice  

(2nd ed., pp. 35–45). New York, NY: Routledge. 
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Young, I. M. (2010). Structure as the subject of justice. In Readings for diversity and social  

justice (2nd ed., pp. 52–56). New York, NY: Routledge. 
 
 

Week 3: 
Race & Identity 

 
Required reading: 
 
Clemetson, L. (2007, February). The racial politics of speaking well. The New  

York Times. Retrieved from:  
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/02/04/weekinreview/04clemetson.html?scp 
=1&sq=The%20racial%20politics%20of%20speaking%20well&st=cse 

 
Suggested reading: 
 
Collins, P. H. (1990). Black feminist thought: Knowledge, consciousness, and the politics of  

empowerment. Boston: UnwinHyman. 
 
Crenshaw, K. W. (1989). Demarginalizing the intersection of race and sex: A black feminist  

critique of antidiscrimination doctrine, feminist theory, and antiracist politics. The  
University of Chicago Legal Forum, 139–167. 

 
Crenshaw, K. W. (1991). Mapping the margins: Intersectionality, identity politics, and violence  

against women of color. Stanford Law Review, 43(6), 1241–1299. 
 
Historical, Multigenerational Trauma and the Concept of Post-Traumatic Slave Syndrome 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XRQ-Ci6LwVw 
 
 

Week 4: 
Gender & Sexuality 

 
Required reading:  
 

• Gender Role Boxes  
• Tony Porter’s TED video talks about a Man Box during his TED talk - 

http://www.ted.com/talks/tony_porter_a_call_to_men 
• Select Videos on Media’s influence on men and women and performing gender 

 
 
 
 

Week 5: 
Masculinity as Function of Privilege and Oppression 

 
Required reading: 
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Kimmel, M. S. (2001). Masculinity as homophobia: Fear, shame, and silence in the  

construction of gender identity. In Men and masculinity: A text-reader (pp. 29–41). 
Belmont, CA: Wadsworth. 

 
Johnson, A. G. (2007). Privilege as paradox. In White privilege: Essential readings on the other  

side of racism (3rd ed., pp. 117–121). New York, NY: Worth Publishers. 
 
 

Week 6: 
Queer Identities 

 
Required reading:  
 
McBee, T. P. (2012). Trans, but not Like you Think. Salon Online. 1-4. 
In Class Activity:  The GenderBread Person www.itspronouncedmetrosexual.com 
 
 

Week 7: 
Masculinity & Mental Health 

 
Required reading:  
 
Klimanski, J. (2013). Masculinity, Stereotypes and Suicide: Researcher Examines Link Between  

Masculinity and Mental Health. Inside Fordham. 
http://www.fordham.edu/campus_resources/enewsroom/inside_fordham/february_25_20
13/in_focus_faculty_and/researcher_examines__90315.asp 

 
The Mask You Live In https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hc45-ptHMxo 
 

Week 8: 
Gender & Spirituality 

 
Required reading:  
 
Longwood, W. M., Muesse, M. W., & Schipper, W. (2004). Men, spirituality, and the collegiate 

experience. New Directions for Student Services, 2004(107), 87–95. 
 

Peter Folan’s C21 Article on Faith and Gender’s influence on how we practice 
 
 
 
Suggested reading: 
 
Longwood, W. M., Schipper, W., & Culbertson, P. L. (2011). Forging the male spirit: The 

spiritual lives of American college men. Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock. 
 
Wilcox Elliott, C. L. (2012). A new transcendence model of identity construction. Journal of 
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College and Character, 13(4). doi:10.1515/jcc-2012-1948 
 

Week 9: 
Ableism 

 
Required reading:   
 
Belluck, P. (2006, October 22). Living with love, chaos and Haley. The New York  
Times. Retrieved from 
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/10/22/health/22kids.html 
 
Suggested reading:  
 
Hakim, D. (2011, March 29). Cuomo to tighten requirements for workers in  
homes for disabled. The New York Times. Retrieved from  
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/03/30/nyregion/30group.html 
 
Kife, M. E., & Wagner, L. S. (2002). Attitudes toward older adults. In T. D.  
Nelson (Ed.), Ageism: Stereotyping and prejudice against older persons 
(pp. 129-164). Cambridge, MA: MIT Press. 
 
 

Week 10: 
Class and Other Identities 

 
Required reading:  
 
Mantsios, G. (2009). Class in America. Race Class and Gender in the United States. (8th ed. pp. 

177-190). New York, NY: Worth Publishers. 
 
Young, I. M. (2010). Structure as the subject of justice. In Readings for diversity and social  

justice (2nd ed., pp. 52–56). New York, NY: Routledge. 
 
Suggested reading: 
 
Johnson, A. G. (2006). Privilege, power & difference (2nd ed.). New York, NY:  
McGraw-Hill.  
 Chapter 1: Rodney King’s question (pp. 1-11)  
 Chapter 2: Privilege, oppression, and difference (pp. 12-40) 
 

Week 11: 
Emerging Identities: Finding New Ways of Understanding Ourselves 

 
Exercises on Emerging and Intersecting Identities 
Story Sharing from Ethnographic Reflection Assignments 
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Week 12: 
Emerging Identities: Finding New Ways of Understanding Ourselves (continued) 

 
Exercises on Emerging and Intersecting Identities 
Story Sharing from Ethnographic Reflection Assignments 


