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ED630G: Higher Education in American Society 
Summer 2015 Syllabus 

(Section C: Zepp) 
Monday and Wednesday, 6:00-9:15 PM, July 6-August 12 

Location: Cushing 104 
 
Professor Daniel Zepp                                  
Office Hours: 4:45-5:45pm (M, W)                                         
Office: Cushing 104 
Phone: 502-387-7182 (cell) 
zeppd@merrimack.edu 
  
“The thing being made in a university is humanity. Given the current influence of universities, 
this is merely inevitable. But what universities, at least the public-supported ones, are mandated 
to make or to help to make is human beings in the fullest sense of those words—not just trained 
workers or knowledgeable citizens but responsible heirs and members of human culture. If the 
proper work of the university is only to equip people to fulfill private ambitions, then how do we 
justify public support? If it is only to prepare citizens to fulfill public responsibilities, then how 
do we justify the teaching of arts and sciences? The common denominator has to be larger than 
either career preparation or preparation for citizenship. Underlying the idea of a university—the 
bringing together, the combining into one, of all the disciplines—is the idea that good work and 
good citizenship are the inevitable by-products of the making of a good—that is, a fully 
developed—human being. This, as I understand it, is the definition of the name university.” 
                                                           -- Wendell Berry 
                                                                                          “The Loss of the University” 
                                    
The purpose of this course is to provide an overview of the history of American higher education 
and its relationship to American society.  There is interplay between academic institutions and 
the political and institutional structures of society at all levels. These structures will be analyzed 
in both historical and critical frameworks. This course provides an interdisciplinary perspective 
on higher education and higher education policy. In addition to examining the history of higher 
education, current issues such as funding, cost, access, governance, faculty and student affairs 
leadership, and other topics will be explored. 
 
Following completion of this course, students will be able to: 
 

1. Describe the major types of institutions in American higher education, their purposes, 
demographics, and contemporary concerns/challenges. 

2. Explain the purposes of higher education in a democracy, and the major historical and 
cultural factors that have led to these purposes. 

3. Explain the relationship of the state and federal government to higher education, as well 
as the factors that shift the balance of power and influence that governments have with 
respect to higher education. 
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4. Describe the role, functions, and influence of the faculty and of student affairs in the 
shaping of the modern American university, as well as the balance of autonomy and 
accountability currently experienced by institutions. 

5. Connect the history of American higher education to its current challenges and identify 
areas for sustained and necessary improvement. 

6. Describe the ways that American higher education’s increasing diversification reflects 
shifts in power and public opinion, and have tools for continued critical analysis of the 
role of higher education in challenging power imbalances in American society. 
 

Course Requirements 
 

1. Two essay exams (20% each). These exams will consist of one (1) question to be 
answered in a maximum of five (5) double-spaced pages using APA format. Each exam 
will require evidence derived from course readings. Each exam’s questions will be 
available on-line at least one week prior to its due date, posted on BlackBoard. All 
exams should be emailed to your instructor. No exams will be accepted after the due 
date without advance permission. Exams will be due: 
 

Exam 1 (20%) Due: July 20th at the beginning of class (6:00 PM) 
Exam 2 (20%) Due: August 3rd at the beginning of class (6:00 PM) 

 
2. Research Paper (40%). Each student will complete a research paper on some aspect of 

American higher education in the 21st century that spans the following topics: history 
and evolution, governance, financing, the professoriate, college access, student affairs, 
and/or the mission and purposes of American higher education. Research papers will be 
in APA format, 12-15 pages long, with an appropriate reference list of 10-15 
meaningful sources (including at least four sources from peer-reviewed publications). 
Papers will be due on Monday, August 10th at 6PM. Students are encouraged to 
consult with your instructor during office hours about topic selection and narrowing the 
focus of the research paper. Additional instructions about the research paper will be 
distributed on July 13th. 
 

3. Attendance and participation in class discussions (20%).  This course is designed to 
engage you in analyses of particular issues in American higher education.  There will be 
several in-class group sessions that will require students to critique historical events, and 
develop positions on topics.  These in-class group sessions are opportunities for you to 
individually discuss with other students theories and positions raised by the course 
readings.  The format of this class is interactive and as such, this means that I will 
engage you throughout each class session, asking you to comment on issues raised in 
the course readings.  Prior to each class session I will outline the focus of the subsequent 
session, including guiding questions to prepare.  Preparing notes on the readings, as you 
see fit, ensures your productive class participation. Class attendance during the 
abbreviated summer term is critical; anything more than one absence will likely 
negatively impact your grade.  
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Use of technology in the classroom.   
Because we will be doing a lot of in-class activities and exercises throughout the summer term, 
you should plan to bring a laptop/tablet to each class.  If you do not have a laptop or tablet, 
please let me know and we can work together to find one through Merrimack.  Even though you 
will have ready access to technology, you should make wise choices about how and when you 
use it.  For example, if you know that you have trouble not checking your phone, you should 
consider turning it off and/or not bringing it to class.  Or if you have a tendency to check social 
media sites on your computer, you should leave it in your bag until you need it for a class 
activity.  It is not only incredibly obvious when you use technology for non-class purposes, it is 
also highly distracting, so you are encouraged to make effective choices regarding your use of 
technology to enhance your learning.   
 
Accommodations  
If you need accommodations for any type of disability, please contact Elaine DiVincenzo, ADA 
Academic Coordinator, via email at Elaine.DiVincenzo@merrimack.edu or by telephone at 978-
837-5140.  The ADA Office is located on the 3rd floor of the McQuade Library in the Center for 
Academic Enrichment. The ADA Office is responsible for coordinating disability related 
accommodations and will issue Accommodation Letters & Plans to students with documented 
disabilities. 
 
Academic Honesty  
As discussed during the program orientation, there is a college policy regarding dishonesty and 
cheating (Merrimack College Student Handbook, pp. 4-8; you can find the policy online at: 
http://www.merrimack.edu/live/files/45-student-handbook).  It is your responsibility to be 
familiar with this policy. Plagiarism is a serious offense: It is the theft of words and ideas from 
another person.  It not only includes copying from books, articles, and the Internet, but copying 
from other students’ work as well.  All sources for ideas that are not your own must be cited, and 
the use of exact words from other works should be set off in quotation marks and cited.  The 
consequences for violating this policy are serious, and range from failing the assignment to 
failing the course, to expulsion from the program. 

 
Required Texts and Readings (Available at the MC Bookstore) 

Thelin, J. (2011). A history of American higher education (2nd edition). Baltimore: Johns Hopkins 
University Press. 

***please be sure to purchase the 2nd edition of this book (green and gold cover)*** 
 

Schwartz, B.M., Landrum, R.E., & Gurung, R.A.R. (2013). An easy guide to APA Style (2nd 
edition). Los Angeles, CA: Sage publications. (Note: all full time students taking the 
Research Methods course in the Fall should purchase this text and the Donna 
Mertens Research Methods text together, as a ‘bundle’ at the Merrimack Bookstore, 
to save cost). 

 
Chronicle of Higher Education Almanac – viewable (for free) online at 
http://chronicle.com/section/Almanac-of-Higher-Education/801/ 
 
BlackBoard: Many required readings can be found on the course website. These are designated 
as BB and are listed under each weeks’ readings. 
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Students should get in the habit of reading the Chronicle of Higher Education (through the 
McQuade Library website) and subscribing to the daily digest from Inside Higher Ed online at 
http://insidehighered.com/ for general information on current developments in higher education. 
 
The following publications are central to the field of higher education, and should be on your 
professional reading radar (and should be the first sources you consult for the research paper): 
Change                                       Research in Higher Education          
Educational Record           Journal of Higher Education                     
Academe (AAUP journal)         Review of Higher Education                        
The NEA Almanac of Higher Education Black Issues in Higher Education                   
Tribal College Journal   Hispanic Outlook                                    
Lingua Franca    Community College Journal           
Journal about Women in Higher Education Journal of College Student Development       
About Campus     Journal of Diversity in Higher Education 
Journal of Student Affairs Research and Practice 
New Directions in Higher Education/Student Services 
 
 
 
 

Course Schedule 

July 6: Introductions, course overview, and the purposes of US higher education 
 

Read the readings listed and come prepared to discuss, using these guiding questions to frame your 
thinking... 

• What is the purpose of American higher education? 
• Whose voices are and are not present in this discussion and why? and why it is important to think 

about that? 
• What (if anything) is the purpose of college beyond career preparation? 

 
Readings 
Nussbaum, M. (2011). Not for profit: Why democracy needs the humanities. Chapters I & II (BB) 
Monan, J.D., SJ. (2009, Summer). Value proposition: The worth of a liberal arts education. Boston 

College Magazine, 24-28. (BB) 
Anzaldúa, G. (2007). How to tame a wild tongue. In G. Anzaldúa, Borderlands/la frontera: The new 

Mestiza (3rd ed.) (pp. 75-86). San Francisco, CA: Aunt Lute Books. (BB) 
Profile of US Post-Secondary Education (BB) 
 

July 8: The state and structure of the American University 
 

Guiding questions for this week include… 
• How do the readings fit into (or maybe not fit into) our conversations last class about the value of 

college beyond career preparation? 
• Despite more college degrees being granted, what do the statistics and charts you read tell you 

about US higher education? 
• What are the potential risks/rewards for MOOCs and for-profit higher education? 
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Readings 
Listen to the NPR story: Online college courses get a big boost, but doubts persist (http://goo.gl/fiUQVm) 

(BB) 
Loss, C. (2012). A graphical portrait of AHE in the twentieth century. In Between Citizens and the State: 

The politics of American higher education in the 21st Century (pp. 235-239). Princeton: Princeton 
University Press. (BB) 

Richards, A. (2011, Jan 24). Census data show rise in college degrees but also racial gaps in higher 
education. Chronicle of Higher Education, A24. (BB) 

Slaughter, S. & Rhoads, G. (2004). Undergraduate students and educational markets. In S. Slaughter & G. 
Rhoads, Academic capitalism and the new economy: Markets, state, and higher education (pp. 
279-304). Baltimore, MD: The Johns Hopkins University Press. (BB) 

 
July 13: The history of US higher education: From the colonial college to the late 1800s 

 
Guiding questions for this week include... 

• In what ways did early US colonial colleges mirror/deviate from their predecessors in Europe? 
• Who were students at colonial colleges?  How did college experiences differ for different student 

populations (e.g., upper-class White men, Native American students)? 
• How does the way we study history influence the history that gets told?  In other words, how 

might Gasman's insights about the process of doing historical work influence the way we read 
and understand historical texts like Thelin's book? 

 
Readings 
Gasman, M. (2007). Swept under the rug?: A historiography of gender and Black colleges. American 

Educational Research Journal, 44(4), 760-805. (BB) 
Thelin, Chapter 1 
 
Optional Readings 
Thelin, A College’s Laws and Code of Conduct (1783) (BB) 

 
July 15: The history of US higher education (1785-1910) 

 
Guiding questions for this week include... 

• What demographic changes occurred in both student populations attending colleges as well as 
institutional types during this time period? 

• Why is Dartmouth College v. Woodward important to us today? 
• What was the 1862 Morrill Land Grant Act and what was its significance to US higher education? 
• What were the characteristics of the Great Modern American University and why were they 

important at the time? What similarities do you see between these characteristics and current 
college ranking systems? 

• What was the 1890 Morrill Land Grant Act and what was its significance to US higher education? 
 
Readings 
Thelin, Chapters 2, 3, & 4 
Widmer, T. (2015, June 18). Justin Morrill, the man behind America’s higher education. Boston  

Globe. Retrieved from http://goo.gl/xARznd. (BB) 
 
Optional Readings 
Thelin, A Charter for a New State University: The University of Georgia (1785) (BB) 
Thelin, Higher Education for Women: Charter for Mount-Holyoke Female Seminary (1836) (BB) 
Thelin, Federal Land Grant Legislation: The Morrill Act of 1862 (BB) 
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Thelin, Federal Land Grant Legislation: The Second Morrill Act of 1890 (BB) 
 

July 20: The history of US higher education (1890-1970) 
 

Guiding questions for this week include... 
• How did access and participation in college change for marginalized populations (e.g., women, 

Jewish students, Black students) during this time period? 
• How did US higher education change as a result of each World War? 
• What was the GI Bill and how did it influence US higher education? 
• What was the role of federal and state government in expanding US higher education during this 

time period? 
• How was social unrest and activism mirrored on college campuses?   

 
Readings 
Thelin, Chapters 5, 6, & 7 
Bradley, S. M. (2012). Up against the wall: Columbia’s integrated protest effort. In S. M. Bradley, 

Harlem vs. Columbia University (pp. 63-73). Urbana, IL: University of Illinois Press. (BB) 
Turner, J. A. (2013). The rise of Black and White student protest in Nashville. In R. Cohen & D. J. 

Snyder (Eds.), Rebellion in black and white: Southern student activism in the 1960’s (pp. 129-
147). Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press. (BB) 

 
Optional Readings 
Thelin, Student Memoir: Robert Benchley’s “What College Did to Me” (BB) 
Thelin, Federal Student Financial Aid: The GI Bill of 1944 (BB) 
Rudd, M. (2009). Columbia liberated. In M. Rudd, Underground: My life with SDS and the weathermen 

(pp. 57-84). New York, NY: HarperCollins Publishers. (BB) 
 
Assignment due 
Exam 1 (should be uploaded to BlackBoard prior to the start of class) 
 

July 22: Late 20th and 21st century issues and challenges in US higher education 
***Optional: Meeting at 5:00p to learn how to search for scholarly sources (Cushing 104)*** 
Be prepared to watch and discuss the film “Declining By Degrees: Higher Education at Risk” 

 
Guiding questions for this week include… 

• What connections can you make between the readings and the film? 
• What about the film resonated with/was different from your own college experience?  What 

might account for these similarities and differences? 
• Thinking back to the first couple weeks of class, how might your thoughts about the purpose of 

college both (a) have potentially changed at this point in the class and (b) influence how you 
understand and address the challenges in US higher education presented in the film and readings 
for this week?   

 
Readings 
Kezar, A. (2005). Challenges for higher education in serving the public good. In A. Kezar, T.C. 

Chambers, J.C. Burkhardt and Associates (Eds.) Higher education for the public good: Emerging 
voices for a national movement (pp. 23-42). San Francisco: Wiley (BB) 

Wathington, H.D. (2006) Talking the talk: Rhetoric and reality for students of color. In R.H. Hersh and J. 
Merrow, Eds., Declining by Degrees: Higher education at risk. New York: Palgrave MacMillan. 
(pp. 185-194). (BB) 
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Hursh, D. (2005). Neo-liberalism, markets, and accountability: Transforming education and undermining 
democracy in the United States and England. Policy Futures in Education, 3(1), 3-15. (BB) 

 
Optional Reading 
Urciuoli, B. (2010). Neoliberal education: Preparing the student for the new workplace. In C. J. 

Greenhouse (Ed.), Ethnographies of neoliberalism (pp. 162-176). Philadelphia, PA: University of 
Pennsylvania Press. (BB)  

 
Assignment due 
One page (double-spaced) summary of your intended topic for your final research paper (print out and 
hand to your instructor at the beginning of class)  
 

July 27: The federal government and American Higher Education 
 
Guiding questions for this week include…. 

• What are the principal ways that the federal government funds higher education? 
• What are trends in the ways the feds have funded higher education changed over time, and why? 
• How does the feds role in financial aid inform current practices of college access-- both for those 

who go, and for those who don’t? 
 
Readings 
Thelin, Chapter 8  
Mumper, M., Gladieux, L. E., King, J. E., & Corrigan, M. E. (2011). The federal government and higher 

education. In P. G. Altbach, P. J. Gumport, & R. O. Berdahl (Eds.) American Higher Education 
in the Twenty-first Century: Social, political, and economic challengers (pp. 113-138). (BB) 

Lessons From the Educational Department’s Ratings Reversal. The Chronicle of Higher Education. 
Retrieved from http://goo.gl/v3qZcP (BB) 
Should the Government Grade Colleges? New York Times Open for Debate. Retrieved from 

http://goo.gl/NFW6Q6 (BB) 
Chronicle of Higher Education Almanac: 

• University research and development spending sponsored by the federal government 
o http://chronicle.com/article/University/133233/ 

• Federal spending on research and development at colleges 
o http://chronicle.com/article/Federal-Spending-on-Research-Development/133657/ 

 
Optional Reading 
Gladwell, M. (2011). The order of things: What college rankings really tell us. The New Yorker. Retrieved 

from http://goo.gl/FKXRW4 
 

July 29: The state government and American Higher Education 
Apply to the three colleges (Salem State, NECC, Harvard) 

 
Guiding questions for this week include…. 

• What are the states’ roles in funding higher education, and how does it differ from the feds? 
• What are trends in the ways the states have funded higher education changed over time, and why? 
• How does the states’ (minor) role in providing financial aid inform current practices of college 

access-- both for those who go, and for those who don’t? 
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Readings  
Hauptman, A. (2011). Reforming the ways in which states finance higher education. In D. E. Heller (Ed.), 

The states and public higher education policy: Affordability, access, and accountability (2nd ed.) 
(pp. 64-82). Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press. (BB) 

McGuinness, A. (2011). The states and higher education. In P.G. Altbach, P.J. Gumport, and R.O Berdahl 
(Eds.) American Higher Education in the Twenty-first Century: Social, political, and economic 
challengers (3rd ed.) (p. 151-182). Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press. (BB) 

 
Review financial aid and student cost and price data for Massachusetts from the Chronicle of Higher 
Education Almanac 2014: http://chronicle.com/article/Massachusetts-Almanac-2014/148073/ 
 
Also review for Massachusetts on the following sites: 
 
Center for the Study of Education Policy, Illinois State University: http://www.grapevine.ilstu.edu/ 
 
National Association of State Student Grant and Aid Programs: http://www.nassgap.org. 
 
Measuring Up: The National Report Card on Higher Ed.: http://measuringup2008.highereducation.org/ 
 
Optional Reading 
Mingle, J. R. & Epper, R. M. (1997). State coordination and planning in an age of  

Entrepreneurship. In Peterson M.W., Dill, D. D., Mets, L.A. and Associates (Eds.) Planning and 
management for a changing environment (pp. 45-65). (BB) 

 
Assignment due 
List of at least five possible sources (in APA format) you plan to use for your final research paper.  (Print 
out and hand to your instructor at the start of class).  
 

August 3:  Financing/Access to higher education 
Be prepared to watch and discuss the film “Default: the student loan documentary” 

 
Guiding questions are…. 

• What are the primary sources and types of financial aid (loans, grants, and merit aid) for students, 
how do they differ, and who is eligible for each type? 

• How have historical shifts in financial aid impacted who goes to college and who does not? 
• What strategies are college and universities employing to ‘level the playing field’ for college 

access? 
 
Readings  
Geiger, R. L. (2010). Impact of the financial crisis on higher education in the United States. International 

Higher Education, 9-11. (BB) 
Jaschik, S. (2009). The real costs of merit aid. Inside Higher Ed. (BB) 
Schmidt, P. (2011, April 4). Views of who can attend college are deeply divided by race….Chronicle of 

Higher Education. (BB) 
Sanchez, C. (2014). Obama unveils new student loan rules. National Public Radio. Retrieved from 

http://goo.gl/pK6NWL (BB) 
Kamenetz, A. (2014). The one thing Obama didn’t say about student loan repayment. National Public 

Radio. Retrieved from http://goo.gl/sMkuoy (BB) 
McDermott, C. (2013). U.S. higher-education system perpetuates White privilege, report says. The 

Chronicle of Higher Education. Retrieved from http://goo.gl/mgXvmf (BB) 
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Thomason, A. (2015, June 29). Supreme Court will again hear ‘Fisher’ case on race conscious 
admissions. The Chronicle of Higher Education. Retrieved from http://goo.gl/a871Af (BB) 

 
Review data from the Chronicle of Higher Education Almanac, 2014: 
Tuition and Fees 
Average college costs 
Rise in prices at public and private four year colleges and universities 
 
Optional Reading 
Dynarski, S. & Scott-Clayton, J. (2013). Financial aid policy: Lessons from research. The  

National Bureau of Economic Research, 23(1), 67-91. Retrieved from 
http://www.nber.org/papers/w18710. 

 
Assignment due 
Exam 2 (should be uploaded to BlackBoard prior to the start of class) 
 

August 5: The professoriate 
 

Guiding questions include... 
• What are the typical paths to becoming a professor in a US college/university? 
• What kinds of power are conferred to professors at different stages in their careers? 
• What responsibilities attend these powers? 
• What is academic freedom? 
• Why has the academy moved toward greater reliance on adjunct faculty? whom does this serve, 

and whom does it not? 
 
Readings 
Gardner, S. K. (2013). Women faculty departures from a striving institution: Between a rock and a hard 

place. The Review of Higher Education, 36(3), 349-370. (BB) 
Patton, L. D. & Catching, C. (2009). ‘Teaching while Black’: Narratives of African American student 

affairs faculty. International Journal of Qualitative Studies in Education, 22(6), 713-728. (BB) 
McKinnon, R. (2012). On the job market as a transgender candidate. The Chronicle of Higher Education. 

Retrieved from http://chronicle.com/article/On-the-Job-Market-as-a/133958/  
AAUP. 1940 Statement of Principles on Academic Freedom and Tenure. (BB) 
News and views: Sudden decline in the nationwide number of black faculty. (BB) 
 
 
Optional Reading 
Pyke, J. (2013). Women, choice, and promotion or why women are still a minority in the professoriate. 

Journal of Higher Education Policy and Management, 35(4), 444-454. (BB) 
 

August 10: The history and evolution of the student affairs profession  
 

Guiding questions include… 
• What are the origins and precursors to the student affairs profession? 
• What are the guiding values of the profession historically, and today? 
• What does it mean to be a student affairs professional given the many challenges facing higher 

education today? 
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Readings 
Rhatigan, J. J. (2009). From the people up: A brief history of student affairs administration. In G. S. 

McClellan & J. Stringer, (Eds.), The Handbook of Student Affairs Administration (3rd Ed.) (pp. 3-
18). San Francisco: Wiley & Sons. (BB) 

Gaston-Gayles, J. L., Wolf-Wendel, L. E., Tuttle, K. N., and Ward, K. (2005). From disciplinarian to 
change agent: How the civil rights era changed the roles of student affairs professionals. NASPA 
Journal, 42(3), 525-544. (BB) 

American Council on Education Studies. (1937). Student personnel point of view. (BB) 
American Council on Education Studies. (1949). Student personnel point of view. (BB) 
 
Review data chart in The Chronicle of Higher Education Almanac: 
How Seniors Spend Their Time, Compared With How Faculty Expect Them to Spend It 
http://chronicle.com/article/How-Seniors-Spend-Their-Time/132359/ 

 
***August 10 (Monday): Research papers due electronically to BlackBoard by 6:00pm*** 

***Late papers will not be accepted without advance permission*** 
 

August 12: The future of American higher education: Promises and prospects 
 

Guiding questions include…. 
• What are the most significant challenges facing the academy in the US today? 
• How can our history be drawn upon as a source of strength to address these challenges? 
• What role should principled leadership play in continuing to advance the project of higher 

education in a democracy? 
 
Readings 
Berry, W. (1987). The Loss of the University. In W. Berry Home Economics (pp. 76-98). New York: 

North Point Press. (BB) 
Kezar, A. (2005). Creating a metamovement: A vision toward regaining the public charter. In A. Kezar, 

T.C. Chambers, J.C. Burkhardt and Associates (Eds.) Higher education for the public good: 
Emerging voices for a national movement (pp. 23-42). San Francisco: Wiley (BB) 

National Center for Education Statistics. (2011). Projections of Education Statistics to 2019 (38th ed.) 
(pp. 19-28). (BB)  

Open Doors Fast Facts (2013) (BB) 


